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Jeruſalem is built as a City that is at 


Unity in ilſelf, 


blem of Feruſalem, hath given us 
the Plan and Character of the 
Chriſtian Church. And thence infers the 
Happineſs of the People, where Church and 
State, which mutually influence, mutually 
conſult, the Intereſt of each other, 
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' HE Royal Prophet, under the Em- 


EC. 
A 


Love and, Unity, are the Strength a d Beau- 
ty of this * City if God ; Doctrine and Diſ- 
cipline the Outworks of it. Divided Opini- 
ons unſettle the Affections; ; and, when un- 
reſtrained," tlie Breach! widens, and all Union 
is at an End. 


£7} 


To obviate theſe Conſequences,” St. Paul 
cautions us to have an Eye to, and + avoid 
All 7hoſe that cauſe Divifions and Offences con- 
trary to the Doctrines a obich we _ learned. 


ente and Cauſe of Diviſion, in a 8. 
ciety ſet apart by 'God himſelf to refine the 
religious and moral Sentiments of. Yanging, 
cannot but be given by whatever tend{h in 


itſelf of Conſequences to corrupt them. 
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"Adoration of Tn and an Introduction 
of "het chen the + one ' Mediator Between 
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2 
God and Man, ſubtracting from the Homage; 
which is due from all, as Men, to the only 
true God, and as Chriſtians to the divine Re- 
deemer and Sanctifier; and tlie Reveries of 
abſolute Predeſtination, which maketh Sin im- 
putable to the divine Nature, poiſon all Prin- 


di * of Rehogion. 


The Doctrine of temporary Puniſhments 
after Death, alleviable by what others may 
do; and of unavoidable Deſtiny, which leav- 
eth nothing at all to be done, bear down e- 
1 Sanction and Motive of Vi irtue. 


And a dl of human Authority to 
forgive Sins, attainable by the fruitleſs Sor- 
row. implied by * Attrition; and the fond 
| Freſumption of 4 Inde efeftability, which plac- 
eth the Elect, whatever Abominations they 
commit, above a Poſſibility of ſtanding in 
need of Forgiveneſs, ſear the Conſcience, 


* Conc: Trid. + Syn. Dort. 
A4 — _ 


ears, of which, 
i left to itſelf, it i have ſtood in awe, 


But it wonls ba edles t to is out every 
Seduction from Faith and Manners, and 
range them under the reſpective Opinions, 
which have at any time occaſioned them. It 
will be ſufficient to obſerve, that manifeſt 
Corruptives of Piety and Virtue cannot con- 
ſiſtently be admitted into the Archives of a 
Society, whoſe diſtinguiſhing Character is Ho- 
 lneſs : And that, where they are admitted, 
they corrupt, and alienate Men's Affections 
from one another ; 3 and affect the publick 
Peace. 8 | 


N or can it well be otherwiſe. For a De- 
viation from the Rule of Faith implies a Want 
of it: A Contempt put on the Ordinances of 
4 God is a Contempt alſo on his Majeſty. And 
what Hope, that he who giveth little Glory 
to God, ſhould have much good Will to Man? 

| Or, 


9 1 
Or, that they, who make War with Heaven, 
ſhould greatly regard Peace on Earth? 


Neither i is the Gradation 3 For or 
of all the Diſtempers of the Brain, the Info- 
lence of preſuming to regulate the divine Wiſ- 
dom by our own, and the Vanity of appear- 
ing wiſer and better than other Men, are the 
moſt wild and incurable. From the Head 
they deſcend to, and vitiate the Heart : out 
of the * Abundance of which the Mouth ſpeak- 
eth and the Hands act. | 


The Pride and Petulancy they produce en- 
gender a Zeal, that, wanting Knowledge, 
groweth warm ; and wanting Temper, dege- 
nerates into Anger againſt thoſe, who think 
differently. The Way which leadeth from 
Anger to Mill is ſhort and declining : The 
Line which divideth th at and Hatred, ſcarce 
perceivable. Hence proceed Railings, Bitter- 


— 


+ St. Match. xii. 34. 


neſs, 


fo] 
neſs, and all the Uncharitableneſs of the mnie, 
the * little Member, which ſetteth on fire the 
Courſe of Nature, is + ſet on fire of Hell. Of 
theſe come Strife and Emvyings, whoſe are 
C yfon and every evil Work. 


In this Manner doth a Pretancs: of OY 
" the Plan deſttoy the Balance of Chriſti- 
anity: Whereby the Diſpenſation, which was 
graciouſly intended to regulate the World, be- 
comes an Inſtrument of embroiling it. 


The beſt Intention will not juſtify an Alter- 
ation in the Laws of God, or ward off the 
pernicious Effects of it. Any Defection from 
him is Þ as the Sin of Witchcraft ; and from 
it every Thought and Action of the Scorner 
take a Tincture. The reſtleſs Spirit, which 
obeyeth not his Voice, tho', like + Sampſon's 
Foxes, it may look different Ways, meaneth 
Miſchief and endeth in it. 11 


* James iii. 8 ©, 16. + x Sam. xv. 23. 


We 


f Judg. xv. 14. 


* 

| * of this Church: and Na ation n Found 
* ſad Experience, that Ruin hath '* ſprung 
up from eyery F ibre of this Root of Bitterneſs 
And God \grant that we may never haye any 
but paſt Experiences of it! It cannot however 
be unſeaſonable + 7o be put in Remembrance of 
it tho wwe once hnew this. © In difficult and dif. 
treſsful Circumſtances, the Duty v we owe to 
God and our Country demands it. t For our 
Brethren and Companio ons Sale doe wiſh our Je 
riſalem Peace; 3 * becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord 
our God we et to do it good. Natural Aﬀec- 
tion and Friendſhip ſublimate the generous 
Principle, which willeth” the Good of al | 
Men ; and a well-grounded Zeal for the Ho. 
nour and Service of God, awakeneth our At- 
tention to whatever maß concern the Intereſt 
of the State with nc thi at of the Church 


18 5 ſo cloſely connected. e wy 


* Inattention. to what, bath been, betrayeth 


* Heb. xi. N51 1 Jude pl 5. 1 Pla, exxii. 8, 9. 
| an 
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an Indifference to what may be injurious to 


both; which is an Injuſtice not to ourſelyes 
only, but alſo to Poſterity : Nor can the De- 
gree of it be eſtimated, but upon a Survey of 


the Nature and Advantages We * — 
ander which we live. a 


i The Happineſs of the E ih Conſtitu- 
tion confiſteth in a juſt Mixture of Power 


and Liberty. Its Monarchy is free and in- 


dependent, without being abſolute and arbi- 


trary. It is ſupported by the Law ; it is cir- 


cumſcribed by it. The Crown hath Preroge- 


; tives ; the People have Rights ; they mutual- 


ly bound and. ſecure each other, United in 
Intereſt, they are one in the Legiſlature ; and, 
to cut off Jealouſies from both, Encroachments 


on. either are happily provided, againſt by 


Laws of their joint making; which. preſerve 
the one from ſinking into Impotence, or ſwell- 
ing into Tyranny ; and require and inſtruc the 
other to pay all due Allegiance to the Prince, 
and not to betray the Liberties of the Subject. 

6 FOR | 1 * 
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Nor is the Church, it defendeth, and is 


defended by, leſs happily conſtituted. * Mer- 


ty. and Truth are met together: Righteouſneſs 
and Peace have kiſſed each other. It is found 
of Faith; it is uncorrupt in Doctrine; in 
Worſhip pure; in Government apoſtolical : 
In all ReſpeRs truly primitive and Chriſtian. 
And + what Nation is there ſo great, that bath 
Statutes and Fudgments ſo righteous, as all this 
Law which is ſet before us? 


Our Jeruſalem then, + (wherein the Seats 
of Judgment and the Seats of the Houſe' of 
David, the Spiritual and Civil Power, mutu- 
ally aſſiſt and ſupport each other) 7s clearly 
built as a City that is at Unity in itſelf. The 
Unhappineſs is, we || know not the Things 
which belong to its Peace: Faction and Party 
have hid them from our Eyes. And whence” 


» Pla. ev. 10. + Deut. iv. 9. t Pſa. cxxii. 5. 
| St. Luke xix. 42. 


I | theſe 
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theſe Difiioaions and Prejudices 2. Come 
they not f hence, event of our _— * 
Y 0 vine V{t- OS: 
An Idnirdderate. Thirſt ak Power 5f it 
cannot otherwiſe be gratified, will introduce 
a Corruption, that confounds all Right in ci- 
vil Affairs; and an Affectation of Liberty in 
Eccleſiaſtical, which together give Birth to a 
Spirit of Irreligion and Licentiouſneſs, that 
muſt deſtroy all national Confidence, and 
open a ſure Proſpect of Ruin to the beſt re- 
dee n | 


U 


F or the bene in. Life a ak Principles 
having, in conſequence of ſuch Depravity, 
inverted the Apoſtles Advice, and + ſet their 

Aﬀeftions on the good Things: of this World, 
and not on Things above, have not Virtue 

enough to withſtand, or to be concerned for 
any thing but the Emoluments of it. And 
are deſtitute of the rational Courage, which 


| * St. J ames iv. I, + Col. ili. 3. 


will 


[x5] 
will always ſupport thoſe, <shoſe. Conſezences 


have not condemned them, and who have not 
fan . their Hope in the Lord. 


Nor vnder the 1 of a party Spirit, 
howhyec gallantly they may Þ+ play the Men for 
their People and for the Cities of their God, will 
the good Effects be more than temporary ; and 
poſſibly of very ſhort Continuance, For 
without the vital Charity which is the beſt 
Cement of religious or civil Union, the Ruin 
conſequent to Diviſion muſt firſt or laſt take 
place. The deſtroying Principle within will 
operate, tho' nothing from without excite it ; 
H The perverſe Spirit, mingled in the nid of 
it, ſhall cauſe it to err in every Work thereof; 
and the || Kingdom divided againſt itſelf. be 
brought to Deſolation. 


Is it not then fall Time to calls our- 
ſelves ? And to conſider whether this be our 


'*. Eccus, xiv. 2. 4 * Fam. K. „% I. 
xiy. 14. | St. Matth. xii. 25. * 
Rs Caſe 


; 
| 
4 
4 
1 
ö 
{ 
2 
k 


—— :. ants 2 ̃ U ͤ — MI I PO m - * 
* 2 — 2 — — — . . r * — 
N * e K * * P a 4 " * — 4 _— £ „ =, P * 0 _ 
Þy * 1 * FF Y = TY £0 * * 7 3 
2 he — . . r * * 
9 C - 


[16] 
Caſe or not? And herein do not our  Thiqui- 
ties anſwer to the Face? The very * week 
dom, we glory in, multiplieth Bitterneſs : A 


poſſible Evidence of it eſcapeth us not. We 


prefer Sin the Reproach of, to Righte ouſneſs 


which exalteth, a Nation. We give a Looſe 
to Paſſions, which contribute moſt to Mif. 
chief and Confuſion. We even fulfil our 
Lord's Propheſy: Our +. Fees are they of our 
own Houſhold. Why ate at this trying Con- 


juncture do not we, who are under national 


hriſtian Obligations to || ave as Bre. 
thren, unite to' a Man in the Cauſe of our 


Country ? 8 


Scenes of Danger awaken to a Senſe of 


Duty and Union. But doth it look like Du- 
ty or Union to be buſied in trying the 


Strength of contending Parties. amongſt our- 
ſelves, when the common 1 is at the 


* Eccus. xxi. 12. + Prov. xiv. 34. + St. Match. 
x. 36. 1 Pet. iii, 8. 


, Gate?* 
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Gate ? And hath almoſt reduced us to the 


laſt Extremity? Is it a Time for private Piques 


and Animoſities ? For ſeparate Views and In- 


tereſts ? On a like Occaſion it is true our 
Anceſtors ſeemed to think ſo. And they ſuf- 


fered for it. For the Advantages gained a- 


gainſt them by the * Romans were moſtly 
chargeable on inteſtine Jealouſies, and Feuds : 
Which, from a Contempt of Bat of each o- 


ther ſoon brought them to the Condition of a 


+ People where no Counſel ts. Not to meet in 


Council at all, and to meet only for Strife and 
Debate, makes little Odds to the Publick. The 
one drew down Deſtruction on our Forefa- 
thers God grant the other dor not on us : 


The moſt promiſing Way to prevent it will 


be to take God and his Providence into out 
Syſtem of Politicks. He can * Hill the Rage- 


ing of the Sea, and the Madneſs of the People 1 


* Tacit. Agric. Vit, c. xii, ü Prov. xi. 14. 


t Pla. xv. 7. 
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He can * raiſe up: a Deliverer unto us, by 
whom, if it be his _—_— — 2 — 
be ſaved. 


Nor + — the Lord hos the Gig will 
any other Watchfulneſs avail. When De- 
ſtruction was within forty Days of falling up- 
on Nineveh, a Prophet of his gave Warning 
of the Danger, and Devotion hit upon the Re- 
medy. Prayer and Reßentance, Thin 1s world, 
ly Wiſdom is little concerned with, turned a- 
way the fierce An ger of God: The Politicians 
and Miniſters of that State had no Hand. in 
the Diſcovery. 


Whether our Deſtruction be coming on as 


a. Whirkoind ; and War and Want be the 


F ore-runners of 1 it, || we cannot tell. Ged know- 
erb. But we can all tell with how wanton a 
Contempt every Thing that is good. and ſa- 


* hath been treated ms ads us. 


* Jude. i iii. 9. + Pa, cxxvii. 2. 1 Pros. i 27. 
| An 


2 Cor. xii. 2. 


An open Diſavowal of Religion, and of | 
all the Obligations of it, is the diſtinguiſhing 
Character of this Age and Nation. We have 
* broken its Bonds aſunder, and caft away its 
Cords from us. The Conſequence hath been, our 
Paſſions are become inſolent and headſtrong. 
Fornication and the moſt beaſtly Impurities 
more than commonly barefaced. Many no- 
ble Families impoveriſhed ; the Publick plun- 
dered; and the moſt intereſting national 
Concerns wantonly facrificed to Gaming and 
Riot, Nor indeed is there an Iniquity in De- 
gree or Kind, wherewith God can be affront- 
ed, or Man injured, that hath not ranked 
itſelf amongſt our politer Achievements. 
Theſe are fad Truths, at which the + Ears 
of all that hear muſt tingle. But they muſt be 
heard and conſidered too, if ever we to 
be a happy Ow 


„Pla. il, 3. + Jer. xix. 3. 


B 2 — War 
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For Vice is the original Cauſe, and of it 
come all the Miſeries, which involve and in- 
feſt Mankind. Of this Truth the greateſt 
Empires have felt the Weightz which, while 
good Manners and a Regard to Religion were 
made the Meaſures of Government, flouriſh- 
ed irreſiſtable in their Turns, and were made 
the peculiar Objects of extraordinary Good- 
neſs and Protection: But, arriving at the 
Height of Corruption, as well as Power, have 
ſucceſſtvely been tumbled down, and become 
as eminent Examples of abuſed Benevolence 
and Mercy, as they had made themſelves of 
Pride, Impurity, or Injuſtice. 


And ſhall the heathen World thus ſuffer 
for Tranſgreſſions, and the Chriſtian hope 
to eſcape? May we do Evil and no- 
thing but Good come; or * continue in Sin 
and expect Grace to abound? It is great Im- 

piety to ſuppoſe it. Hiſtory and ſad Experi- 
* Rom. vi. 1. | 


ENCE 
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ence teach us the contrary in civil Affairs: 
Nor is there a Hint in the Goppel whereon to 
build a Hope of continuing a Church, unleſs 
we act a conſonant Part, and conform our 
Lives to the Purity of its Laws. 


The Church of * Epheſus, and fix others 
mentioned by St. John, by means of their 
reſpective Corruptions were permitted to fail. 
And ſhall the Church of England dream of 
Immortality ? Have her Members no Vices 
to expoſe her to Defection ? No Corruptions 
which may ſtand in need of reformin g? Are 
their Sins ſo trivial as not to intitle her to 
Correction? Or her Correctors ſo indulgent 
as to eſcape Obſervation ? Some of her un- 
thinking Sons may fancy ſo. But our lan- 
guiſhing Mother feeleth and confeſſeth the 
contrary, She ſeeth herſelf on all Sides in- 
feſted. Hereſy and Schiſm wound and maim 
her: And the Iniquities of thoſe ſhe has 
ws ap, diſgrace and betray her. 


* Rev. ii. 
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[4] 
We come behind none in Provocations, let 
us not be exceeded by any in Humiliation 


and Penitence; * put on Sackcloth, cry migb- 
tily unto God, and turn away every one from the 


Evil of his Way. For who can tell, if the 
moſt impious and abominable Principles and 


Practices indulged and gloried in, have not 


already filled up the Meaſure of our Iniquity, 


but God ſeeing our Works, that we have turned 
from our evil Ways, may repent of the Evil 


which He thought to do unto us and do it not. 


For as divided and wicked a People as we 
are and have been, Prayer and Amendment 


may cancel the + Hand-writing on the Wall 


againſt us. Every other Expedient will fail 
us. As long as our Lyffs remain, the Divi- 


fions which come of them will remain too- 


As long as + Iniquity aboundeth, the Love of 


many will wax cold. Nothing but Reconcili- 


* Jonah iii. 8, , 10, + Dan. v. 25. t St. 
Matth, xxiv. 12. | ON 
ation 


[ 23 ] 
ation with God can reconcile us to one ano- 


ther. Nothing but Peace with Heaven can 
reſtore Peace and Happineſs on Earth. 


Theſe Conſiderations are truly intereſting 
and affecting. No Age ever ſtood in greater 
Need of them: And no Conjuncture ever 
brought them ſo home to us as the preſent. 
The one abounds with all the licentious Prin- 
ciples and Practices, which neceſſarily tend to, 
and once ended in, Confuſion; and the other 
forebodes the moſt deplorable Cataſtrophe, 
which Confuſion ſo brought on can end in. 
We are truly ſenſible of theſe Things, God 
grant we may be ſuitably affected by them 


„„ * 


